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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . {Currently Amended) A device for collecting a fluid specimen, comprising: 
a container that-eaa c -on fi gured to - receive a fluid specimen; 

a plunger movably positioned within the container, wherein the plunger can-moves from 
»i\ t .! tia l ii si position at an upper region of the container to a secondary position below the first 
position; 

a fluid segregation chamber that -configured toc an receive a portion of the fluid specimen 
from the container, wherein any-fluid in the segregation chamber is segregated from the-fluid 
s p e oim e n -in the container; 

a fluid flow lumen that provides a passageway for at least a portion of the fluid specimen 
to flow into the fluid segregation chamber, wherein a first end of the passageway has a first 
opening that opens into the fluid segregation chamber and a second end of the passageway has a 
second opening that configured to can-receive at least a portion of the fluid specimen; and 

a seal member that covers the first opening or the second openings wherein the seal 
member prevents fluid from entering the fluid segregation chamber until the seal member is 
broken; to pr e v e nt fluid from flowing th e r e through; 

wherein a t es t c4 enreat- caH . be u s ed to p ush-the plunger is configured to move from the 
mtfaaj -flrst position toward the secondary position upon insertion of a test element to break the 
seal member and further cause at least a portion of the fluid specimen to flow through the second 
opening into the fluid flow lumen and out of the first opening into the fluid segregation chamber 
t* > > > t ' ? - i . 



2. {Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, additionally -further comprising a cap that 
couples to the container. 



3. {Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, additi^natiy- further comprising a slot extending 
through the cap and communicating with the fluid segregation chamber T 4fe«-sl 

,* . >k t> vl |Hisfe4he-phmgef- f rom th e initial posit ien-teward the )>ciohvl 
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«ftd-wh«rem-a^ element moves into the fluid se gregation el a . bei at the 

tes^temen t push es4he-p4nngerHfem- the initial position toward the se e^wfery^osk-ien. 



4. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 2, additienahy- further comprising a plunger 
housing that extends downwardly from the cap into the container, wherein the plunger housing 
inelading- comprises sidewalls and a bottom walhn 

the-phmgei 



5. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 4, wherein- further comprising a reservoir chamber 
is positioned in a lower region of the plunger housing- beneath the plunger, and wherein at least 
one fluid entry port is located in the side wall of the plunger housing so as to communicate with 
the reservoir chamber, the fluid entry port providing a pathway through which at least a portion 
of the fluid specimen ears-flows into the reservoir chamber from the container. 



6. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 5, wherein the second opening of the fluid flow 
lumen opens into the reservoir chamber, and wherein at least a portion of the plunger blocks 
fluid from flowing into the fluid entry port when the plunger moves from the aHtral- first position 
toward the secondary-position such that fluid in the reservoir chamber must -flows into the fluid 
flow lumen as the plunger moves toward the second position. 



7. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the fluid flow lumen is located within the plunger. 



8. (Original) The device of claim 4, wherein the plunger housing is removably attached to the 
cap. 

9. (Withdrawn) A method of analyzing a fluid specimen, comprising: 

providing a container that contains the fluid specimen, the container including a fluid 
segregation chamber that can segregate at least a first portion of the fluid specimen from a 
second portion of the fluid specimen, wherein a fluid flow lumen provides a fluid passageway for 
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a portion of the fluid specimen to flow from the container into the fluid segregation chamber, the 
fluid flow lumen having a seal that prevents fluid from flowing into the fluid flow lumen; 

inserting a test element into the container so that the seal is punctured and the test 
element depresses a plunger to cause at least a portion of fluid in the container to flow into the 
fluid flow lumen and into the fluid segregation chamber, wherein at least a portion of the test 
element moves into the fluid segregation chamber in contact with the portion of the fluid 
specimen in the fluid segregation chamber. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 9, additionally comprising coupling a cap onto the 
container, wherein the cap is coupled to a plunger housing that defines a plunger shaft in which 
the plunger is movably positioned. 

11. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 10, wherein at least a portion of the fluid specimen flows 
into a reservoir chamber in a bottom region of the plunger housing when the cap is coupled to the 
container, and wherein the plunger decreases the volume of the reservoir chamber as the plunger 
is depressed to thereby force the portion of the fluid specimen in the reservoir chamber to flow 
into the fluid flow lumen. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 11, wherein the portion of the fluid specimen flows into 
the reservoir chamber through at least one fluid entry port in the plunger housing, and wherein 
the plunger blocks the portion of the fluid specimen from flowing out of the reservoir chamber 
through the fluid entry port as the plunger is depressed. 

13. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 10, wherein inserting the test element into the container 
comprises inserting the test element through a slot in the cap. 

14. (Currently Amended) A device for collecting a fluid specimen, comprising: 

a container that-defi Hes compr i sin g a main chamber that wis configured to receive a 
fluid specimen; 
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a fluid segregation chamber coupled to the container for segregating at least a portion of 
the fluid specimen from the main chamber; 

a fluid flow lumen that provides a passageway for fluid to flow into the-fl i segregation 
chamber-from the main chamber into the fluid segregation chamber , the fluid flow lumen having 
compr isi ng an upper opening that epens4nto provides access to the segregation chamber; 

a seal - member configured to that-covers the upper opening of the fluid flow lumen to 
prevent fluid from flowing through the upper opening to the segregation chamber ; and 

a plunger coupled to the container, wherein the plunger ean-b eis configured to moved in a 
downward direction to force at least a portion of the fluid specimen to flow into the fluid flow 
lumen toward the fluid segregation chamber, wherein the seal member prevents fluid from 
moving into the fluid segregation chamber and- nrasf-be until the seal is broken-h^ef^^r-the 

15. {Currently Amended) The device of claim 14, additionally further comprising a cap that 
ee-aples- coupled to the container, wherein the cap includes a plunger housing that extends 
downwardly into the container when the cap is coupled to the container, an he plunger 
i s movabl y posiliened v »••>• • < t , . 

16. (Original) The device of claim 14, wherein a lower region of the plunger housing forms a 
reservoir chamber, and wherein the fluid specimen in the main chamber flows into the reservoir 
chamber through a fluid entry port in the plunger housing when the cap is coupled to the 
container. 

17. (Original) The device of claim 16, wherein the fluid flow lumen has a lower opening that 
opens into the reservoir chamber and wherein the plunger blocks fluid in the reservoir chamber 
from flowing through the fluid entry port as the plunger moves downward, and wherein, as the 
plunger moves downward, the plunger displaces the fluid specimen in the reservoir chamber to 
cause the fluid in the reservoir chamber to flow into the fluid flow lumen toward the segregation 
chamber. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 14, wherein the container is configured to recei ve 
a test element a test element - ean43e - mser t e d i n te-the-eentai.ner such that fe&4est-ete ment break s 
the s e al and move s th e plunger in a downward dir e ction . 

19. (Original) The device of claim 14, wherein the fluid flow lumen is positioned inside the 
plunger. 

20. (New) The device of claim 3 wherein the slot is configured to extend through the cap and 
communicate with the fluid segregation chamber. 

21. (New) The device of claim 3 wherein the slot is configured to be sized to receive the test 
element wherein at least a portion of the test element is located in the fluid segregation chamber 
as the test element pushes the plunger from the first position toward the second position. 

22. (New) The device of claim 3 further comprising a plunger shaft located within the plunger 
housing. 

23. (New) The device of claim 15, wherein the plunger housing further comprises a shaft, 
wherein the plunger is configured to be translated through the shaft . 
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